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Le. After expounding the basie and well-known communist concepte 
ofthe role played by the Volkspolizei under the new anti- 
fascletédemocratie order and setting forth the political ob- 
jJectivee that should be pursuec in indoetrinating its member, 
the writer of the directive proceeds to dwell on the require= 
ments of enforced diecipline. 


eo UStrenethening of discipline and political indoctrination. 


“The Volkspolizei can discharge it« functione in the afors« 
mentionéd sense (1.6. by way of attaining the political obe 
jJectives which it ie requirad to set itself) only if, besides 
the strengthening of the discipline “of the Volkspolizei, a 
thorough political indoctrination ts performed. Both are in- 
separable and should not be opposed,~else they would fail in 
their purpose as applied to the VYolkspolizei. Consequently it 
would be wrong to defer meacures designed to raiee the level of 
training afid discipline until political indoctPination hae reached 
a certain stage, Political conceiouenees and «trick discipline 
muet be brotirpht abotit in all’ organs of the Volkspolizei and 
with all ite membere at the came time, 


30 MWrong Concepts. 


"The importance of strengthening discipline and the inteneio 
fication of basie training meet with a partial tack of under = 
standing by the Volkspolizei. Only subversive elements and 

agente oppocine us ean say that there t« no need for superiors 

and command power. The talk about "woluntary diccipline' be- 
trays an absolutely falee interpretation of the term "diecipline',. 
Behind it hides the endeavor to make thé apnlication of dieei- 
pPline dependent on a diecretionary decision of the individual 
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and t6 deaide upon its enforcement from case to cace, thug 
effectively diseolvinf all diecipline,. It le a matter of ~ 
course that no pacifiet viewe can be tolerated in the Volks- 
polisei.  Yhe Volkspolizei cannot fulfill ita tacks without ~ 
good Weapons training and without résolute use of ite weapons 
aga’inet reactionary plote and anti-social crime. The ery 
pajsed ja the camp of domectic and foréign imperialicts« and 
warmongers anc their criminal hirelinge about the militarism 
alleged to prétvail in the Volkepolizei demonctrates that they 
year the Volkspolizei as a eecure protection of the democratic 
order . 


4, "Falling behind of service training intolerable. 


"At precent the greate-t danger lies in the falling behird of 
eervice training inasmuch ae ite current «tate jeopardizes the 
whole uee cf the police. Without rapid and thorovehgotng im- 
provement of training a s«ituation could arice"in which the 
polite apraratu« gould no longer cope with its taske. Whoever 
opposes Fetter diseipline and all-rotnd service training in 

the Volkspolizei adopte« a> position as backwafd as that held 

by a worker who dtdee not share in the inereace of work pro-~ 
ductivity itn the sector of the national economy that is cwnéd 
by the people. For the very reason that the Volkepolizel is 
filled with a new democratic «pirit and becauce ite taske serve 
the intereete of the working population, muet ite dieciniine 
and training be puehed to a much hipher plane than ever before. 


do “NStraigh;forward indoctrination ¢orresponding with the character 
of the Volkepolizei. . 


"Tr order tc improve the political and ideological indoctrination 
the general Jevel of the Polit/Kultur officiale and the syctematic 
4iesharge of their activities hae~to be improved. Participation 
in state political inetruction muét bé 100%; otherwise a Volks~- 
polizict whose political conscioueneea je not highly developed 
will not be able to fulfill his function ae dispeneer of 
democracy and culture among the population. In particular will: 
it be néceecary to weld the Volkepolizel into an inetrtment of 
the present anti-faceict démocratiec order by meafis of «traight- 
forward indoctr‘nation (Averichtung). The Volkspolizel ie ~~ 
neither a carty nor a trade union nor any other democratic mace 
orgearization, byt an institution of the state or the community. * 


25x14 MMMRomment: The above report ic a «ignificant mani- 
feetation of an intramural clach of opinions reéulting 
from the militarization of the police in the East Zoné. 
reported on thie rift which derivee 
from the fact that neither the rank and “file of the SED 
following nor the old Bolshevicte tn "its rants apoear to 
be by any means reconciléd to a resuscitation of Prueelan 
militariem under the euise of an anti-fascict democratic 
Volkspolizei., The German Contmuniet movement has not 
experienced in-ite recent hietory the tranemutation from 
internationaliem to nationaliem which the Ruecian Communist 
party underwent in the course of the late war with Germany. 
Elements that went into diecard when Stalin destroyed the 
rewnante of the old Boleheviet guard still linger in the 
ranke of the German party. Againét them ~the «trictures, 
octeneibly aimed at the proponent« of dicecretionary en- 
forcement of diecipline and pacifiem, are actually directed. 
The latter have entrenched themselve# in the corps of 
Polit/Kultur functionarieé and represent a conétant thorn 
in the side of the profeceional Gerflan officers entructed 
with the militarization of the Volkspolizei. From the 
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beginning it becamé clear that the Ruseian control element 
was determined to «ée the varamilitary Bereitechaften trained 
and operated along strictly military linee. The Poilit/ 
Kultur element, at leact within the framework of the Berlin 
Bereitechaften, soon found iteelf out of step with the 
thinking of the military faction headed by Preeident of 
Police Paul Markgraf, backed by Colonel Zhukov ana his 
eta°f representing the Central omendatura of Berlin,~ 

It Should be noted that the doéument ecmmented upon wag 
preeumably drafted by Vice Preeident Gypner, a prominent 
KPD old-timer. Thie taken in conjunetion with the fact 
that Walter Ulbricht ie generally eredited with the re- 
organization of the Volkenolizei, prominently featuring 

the recall of profesg§ional German o*ficergs~ from Soviet 

POW camps to head its paramilitary units, suggests that the 
pro-military faction within the SED leadership may not 
necesearily be confined exclusively to the older elase. 
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